
Diamond Mountain University  
Set t ing Fire to Your Meditat ion, Part  IX 
 
Homework C lass One: What  About  Mental Afflictions? 
 
 
1) Describe the progression, according to Je Tsongkhapa, from Chapter Five to 
Chapter SixÑ what  would the “other guy” (Kachik) be saying in between these 
two chapters? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Explain each of Mait reya’s six steps.  Which of these steps is Arya Nagarjuna 
talking about  in Chapter Six? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) G ive a real-life example of a “mini-cycle, step by step: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Describe the difference bet ween ignorant  and intelligent  likingÑ would they 
ever feel the same?  How does this apply to the statement  that  non-Aryas have 
never had an unselfish thought? 
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5) C ould you ever want  something without  liking it , or like something without  
want ing it?  In what  two verses of C hapter Six does Arya Nagarjuna describe 
this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6) What  kind of cause-effect relat ionship do liking and want ing have?  Why is it  
impossible, whether they exist  one after the other, or simultaneously? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7) Assuming that  liking and want ing do share a mutual dependence, and do 
occur simultaneously, why can’t  liking and want ing be two separate things?  
Why can’t  they be one thing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8) What  is Arya Nagarjuna trying to get  us to realize, by proving that  the 
relat ionship between liking and want ing, and thus between each of Maitreya’s 
six steps, is impossible? 
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Homework C lass Two: More on Liking, and a Review 
 
 
1) What  is the litmus test  for whether you have ignorant  liking/disliking or not? 
 
 
 
 
 
2) What  is still wrong when we remember that  the person who is making us 
angry is coming from us? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) Why do lower paths take so much longer?  What  does it  mean to re-map the 
mind the way we re-mapped the body in C ourse 8? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Apply the goer/going argument  to liking: 
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5) Ex p l a i n  ho w  A ry a N ag arju n a u ses d ep en d en t o r i g i n ati o n  to  p ro v e to  u s th at 
th i n g s h av e n o  n atu re o f th ei r o w n : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6) A ry a N ag arju n a tel l s u s th at ev en  say i n g  th e w o rd  Òto g eth erÓ i m p l i es th at th ey  
are sep arate.  Gi v e an o th er ex am p l e o f h o w  o n e th i n g  i m p l i es th e o p p o si te: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7) W ri te th e n am e o f Je Tso n g k h ap aÕs co m m en tary  o n  A ry a N ag arju n aÕs Wisdom, 
i n  b o th  Ti b etan  an d  En g l i sh : 
 
 
 
 
8) A cco rd i n g  to  Je Tso n g k h ap aÕs co m m en tary , w ri te w h at th e o th er g u y  (M r. 
Kach i k ) m u st b e say i n g  b etw een  each  o n e o f A ry a N ag arju n aÕs ch ap ters, fro m  
ch ap ter o n e th ro u g h  ch ap ter fi v e: 
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Homework Class Three:  
 
 
1) Describe the progression, according to Je Tsongkhapa, from chapter  six to 
chapter  seven— what  would the “other  guy” (Mr . Kachik) be saying in between 
these two chapters?  
 
 
 
 
 
2) What  is the definit ion of a produced thing?  List  some synonyms of a 
produced thing; then write the word for  produced thing in Sanskrit , and explain 
how the Sanskrit  word t ies in to the previous chapter . 
 
 
 
 
 
3) What  three character ist ics must  be there,  in order  for  something to b e a 
produced thing?  Quote the quest ion at  the beginning of Arya Nagar juna’s 
seventh chapter  that  points out  the impossib ility of any thing having these three 
defining qualit ies: 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Why can’t  I be a cup maker  before the cup is made?  Why can’t  I be a cup 
maker  after  the cup is made?  How then could the cup ever  be made? 
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5) Does the start  of the cup have its own start?  According to Arya Nagarjuna in 
verses 4-6 of chapter seven, what  is the start  of the start  of the cup dependent  
upon?  Why is that  a prob lem? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6) Explain how you can never find the very start  of a cup, or any other produced 
thing.  What  does that  do to the idea of produced things in general? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7) Do we ever experience a “day”?  Why or why not?  How does that  relate to 
our experience of cups and other produced things? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8) Explain, in keeping with what  Arya Nagarjuna explains to us in verse 3 of 
chapter seven, how one moment  of t ime can be infinite: 
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