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Diamond Mountain University
Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Part IX

Homework Class One: What About Mental Afflictions?

1) Describe the progression, according to J Tsongkhapa, from Chapter Five to
Chapter Six\ what would the “other guy” (Kachik) be saying in between these
two chapters?

2) Explain each of Maitreya’s six steps. Which of these steps is Arya Nagarjuna
talking about in Chapter Six?

3) Give a real-life example of a “mini-Cycle, step by step:

4) Describe the difference between ignorant and intelligent likingl would they
ever feel the same? How does this apply to the statement that non-Aryas have
never had an unselfish thought?
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5) Could you ever want something without liking it, or like something without
wanting it? In what two verses of Chapter Six does Arya Nagarjuna descCribe
this?

6) What kind of cause-effect relationship do liking and wanting have? Why is it
impossible, whether they exist one after the other, or simultaneously?

7) Assuming that liking and wanting do share a mutual dependence, and do
occur simultaneously, why can’t liking and wanting be two separate things?
Why can? they be one thing?

8) What is Arya Nagarjuna trying to get us to realize, by proving that the
relationship between liking and wanting, and thus between each of Maitreya’s
six steps, is impossible?
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Homework Class Two: More on Liking, and a Review

1) What is the litmus test for whether you have ignorant liking/disliking or not?

2) What is still wrong when we remember that the person who is making us
angly is coming from us?

3) Why do lower paths take so much longer? What does it mean to re-map the
mind the way we re-mapped the body in Course 8?

4) Apply the goer/going argument to liking:
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5) Explain how Arya Nagarjuna uses dependent origination to prove to us that
things have no nature of their own:

6) Arya Nagarjuna tells us that even saying the word OtogetherOim plies that they
are separate. Give another example of how one thing implies the opposite:

7) W rite the name of Je Tsongkhapa® commentary on Arya N agarjuna® Wisdom,
in both Tibetan and English:

8) According to J TsongkhapaG commentary, write what the other guy (Mr.
Kachik) must be saying between each one of Arya NagarjunaQ chapters, from
chapter one through chapter five:
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Homework Class Three:

1) Describe the progression, according to Je Tsongkhapa, from chapter six to
chapter seven— what would the “other guy” (Mr. Kachik) be saying in between
these two chapters?

2) What is the definition of a produced thing? List some synonyms of a
produced thing; then write the word for produced thing in Sanskrit, and explain
how the Sanskrit word ties into the previous chapter.

3) What three characteristics must be there, in order for something to be a
produced thing? Quote the question at the beginning of Arya Nagarjuna’s
seventh chapter that points out the impossibility of any thing having these three
defining qualities:

4) Why canl | be a cup maker before the cup is made? Why cant | be a cup
maker after the cup is made? How then could the cup ever be made?
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5) Does the start o the cup have its own start? According to Arya Nagarjuna in
verses 4-6 of chapter seven, what is the start of the start of the cup dependent
upon? Why is that a problem?

6) Explain how you can never find the very start of a cup, or any other produced
thing. What does that do to the idea of produced things in general?

7) Do we ever experience a “day”? Why or why not? How does that relate to
our experiencCe of cups and other produced things?

8) Explain, in keeping with what Arya Nagarjuna explains to us in verse 3 of
chapter seven, how one moment of time can be infinite:
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Homework Class Four: Dispelling Darkness

1) What is Mr. Kachik trying to do in verse eight of chapter 7? How is light a
perfect example for something that doesn’t really exist?

2) In what verses does Arya Nagarjuna explain why light can’t ever dispel
darkness? Describe his reason why:

3) What ridiculous statement about darkness gives us a clue about our own
tendency to hold our ignorance as something that is really there?

4) What kinds of things are waiting for us to be seen, once we stop projecting the
walls that keep us from them? Incorporate here the emptiness of distance, and of
time:



IHHSOE) ) - SHIHS %0 1)#23
4¥5"6%)7 '(*)8 '9$:;"<<SUB) T%":

5) What is the seed that creates the walls that blind us, and how to we go about
tearing them down? Who is the most famous Teacher of this in the ancient
scriptures?

6) Why would it make complete sense for us to be omniscient?

7) Why do we meditate? Is it the cause of wisdom? What must we do in order to
dispel the darkness of our ignorance and get the light of wisdom to come in our
minds?

8) Explain how getting the light of wisdom to shine in our minds would be
impossible if the wisdom existed as we think it does:
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5) Describe what it means for karmic seeds to be empty. Give two examples,
then use the analogy of a seed turning into a sprout:

6) Why do karmic seeds ripen as something that comes !"#$ to us?

7) What does the emptiness of karma itself have to do with our enlightenment?

8) Quote the two verses of chapter eight in which Arya Nagarjuna pulls us out
from the extreme of thinking that karma does not exist:
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5) What is a very basic problem with proving that the object exists before we see
it?

6) What is the problem then with thinking that the seer exists before its object?
Where do we find this in chapter nine?

7) Explain what Arya Nagarjuna means in verse nine of chapter 9 about having
to multiply himself:

8) What does going to the other extreme, falling off the cliff into nihilism, really
imply? What are you seeing as self-existent?

9) How does language itself reflect a complete misperception of our world?
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Final Examination

1) List the titles of chapters 6-9 in Arya Nagarjuna’s !"#$%& (hint: they all start
out “An Analysis of...”):

d)

2) Describe what Mr. Kachik, Arya Nagarjuna’s imaginary opponent, says
between each of the chapters we covered, that instigates the following chapter.
Be sure to list the teaching from Lord Buddha that the opponent bases his
argument upon. Please start with what he says between chapters 5 and 6:

a)

b)
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5) We remember that the person who is making us angry is coming from us.
What are we still seeing as self-existent?

6) Why do lower paths take so much longer? What does it mean to re-map the
mind the way we re-mapped the body in Course 8?

7) What is a “mini-cycle?” Give an example of one from your own life, going
step-by-step through Maitreya’s six steps:

8) According to Arya Nagarjuna, what three characteristics must be there, in
order for something to be a produced thing? Why is that impossible?

9) What was the point of the play-doh example in class? (Hint: has something to
do with starting!)
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