Diamond Mountain University
O Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Course IX:
Arya NagarjunaOs Wisdom Part 2

Reading One: What about Mental Afflictions?

The following translation is the entire sixth chapterof Arya NagarjunaOmostfamousbookon
emptinessyhich hecallsWisdom: A Songon the Root of the Middle Way. This excerptcan
be found in the Tengyur collection of the ACIP database, text TD3824, folios 4A-4B.
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Chapter Six: An Analysis of Liking and Wanting
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6.1
What if before you liked something,

You wanted it, without liking it?
Underneath, thereOd have to be some liking
Because where there is wanting

There is liking.
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6.2
But, if you are wanting it
How then could you be liking it?

Whichever way you goN

Wanting it and liking it, or

Wanting without liking it,
It all ends up the same



Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Part IX
Reading One: What About Mental Afflictions?

43
k8+}+-&#=-+$-, M-&#=-.-+#
K[,-% g (m-tma=k
k8+m-W:-8+}+-&#=-&H#H=-.-+#
k/,-3u,-W}=tk-1{+-.:-8

shEv punZ,AitnR yu«a ragr«yae>,
fveta< ragr«aE ih inrpelak prSpr<.3.

6.3
Since itOs not the way it is
That liking and wanting could ever
Come at the exact same time,

Then it could not be the case
That liking and wanting could share
A mutual dependence
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6.4
If they were a single thing
They cannot come together
For nothingOs joined together with itself

But if they were two different things
How then could they ever join together?
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6.5

If itOs a single thing thatOs joined together
Then one of them alone could make a pair

If itOs two separate things that join together
Then one of them alone could make a pair
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6.6
Say two separate things
Could be togetherN
Then would liking or wanting
Ever occur separately?

If so, then theyOd do so
As both together.
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6.7
Say that liking and wanting
Occur as separate thingsN
How then can you think about
The two as joined together?
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6.8
If you believe that theyOre together
Because they do not occur separately,
YouOd believe that they are separate
Because they both occur at once
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6.9
Since they canOt occur
As separate things,
They canOt occur together

Only if they were separate things
Could you believe them joined together
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6.10
Thus, liking and wanting
Cannot occur together
Nor could they occur apart

And all existing things are

Just like liking and wantingN
Neither together nor apart

k8+}+-&#=-+3$-Bp- I . SBlkk-
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The following translation is an excerpt from the seventh chapter of Arya Nagarjuna’s greatest
work on emptiness, called ?"0" %$:(; (2%&F/&(+D BUYRH+D()"'G. (?#1 . This text can be
found in the Tengyur collection of the ACIP database, text TD3824, folios 4B-5B.
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The start of the starting
Starts
The overall starting

But the overall starting
Also starts
The start of the starting
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7.6
If its overall starting
Starts it,
And then the overall
Starting starts,

Then the overall starting
Has not yet been
Started by it—

So how could it start anything?
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7.15
If you're at the point of starting
That’s no longer in the midst of starting
How then could you ever say
“In the midst of starting”
Which has to rest upon the starting?
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8.4
If in fact there was no cause
Then the result and cause as well
Would be impossible

And if these things do not exist
The deed, the doer, and the doing
Are all illogical
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8.7
One who both was I"# wasn’t a doer
Couldn’t do that which was !"# wasn’t
“Is” and “is not” are mutually exclusive;
How could a single thing ever be both?
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Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Part IX
Reading Five: The Emptiness of Karma
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8.10
You can’t have
One who’s not a doer
Together with that
Which is a deed

Because, as I've said before,
An “is” cannot function
Towards something that “is not”

10
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Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Part IX
Reading Five: The Emptiness of Karma
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8.12
The doer must depend on the deed
And the deed on this same doer
And apart from occurring in dependence
You won't see a cause for anything

12
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