
Diamond Mountain University
Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Course IX:
     Arya NagarjunaÕs Wisdom Part 2

Reading One: What about Mental Afflictions?

The following translation is the entire sixth chapter of Arya NagarjunaÕs most famous book on
emptiness, which he calls Wisdom: A Song on the Root of the Middle Way.  This excerpt can
be found in the Tengyur collection of the ACIP database, text TD3824, folios 4A-4B.
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Chapter Six: An Analysis of Liking and Wanting

4-1
k#;-){-8+}+-&#=-#-:};-,k

k8+}+-&#=-1{+-.8m-&#=-9}+-,k
k+{-;-0K{,-,=-8+}+-&#=-9}+k

k&#=-9}+-8+}+-&#=-9}+-.:-8>v:k

raga*id ƒveTpUvÁ r«ae ragitrSkÇt>,
t< ˆtITy ƒveïagae r«e ragae ƒveTsit.1.

6.1
What if before you liked something,

You wanted it, without liking it?
Underneath, thereÕd have to be some liking

Because where there is wanting
There is liking.
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4-2
k&#=-.-9}+-.:-8>v:-,8$-k
k8+}+-&#=-9}+-.:-#-;-8>v:k
k&#=-.-;-9$-8+}+-&#=-,mk
k9}+-+1-1{+-<$-:m1-.-13u$=k

r«e=sit puna rag> kÉt @v ƒiv:yit,
sit vasit va rage r«e=Pye; sm> _m>.2.

6.2
But, if you are wanting it

How then could you be liking it?

Whichever way you goÑ
Wanting it and liking it, or
Wanting without liking it,

It all ends up the same
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4-3
k8+}+-&#=-+$-,m-&#=-.-+#
k[,-%m#-(m+-`o-[{-1m-:m#=k

k8+m-W:-8+}+-&#=-&#=-.-+#
k/,-3u,-W}=-.-1{+-.:-8>v:k

shEv punŽ„ÄitnR yu«a ragr«yae>,
ƒveta< ragr«aE ih inrpe]aE prSpr<.3.

6.3
Since itÕs not the way it is

That liking and wanting could ever
Come at the exact same time,

Then it could not be the case
That liking and wanting could share

A mutual dependence
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4-8
k#%m#-(m+-[,-%m#-(m+-1{+-+{k
k+{-(m+-+{-+$-[,-%m#-1m,k
k%m-%{-*-++-(m+-9m,-,k

k[,-%m#-(m+-`o-'m-W:-8>v:k

nEkTve shƒavae=iSt n tenEv ih tTsh,
p&w¨ve shƒavae=w kÉt @v ƒiv:yit.4.

6.4
If they were a single thing
They cannot come together

For nothingÕs joined together with itself

But if they were two different things
How then could they ever join together?
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4-5
k#;-){-#%m#-.v-[,-%m#-,k
kE}#=-1{+-.-9$-+{-8>v:-:}k
k#;-){-*-++-[,-%m#-,k

kE}#=-1{+-.:-9$-+{:-8>v:-:}k

@kTve shƒav’et! SyaTshay< ivnaip s>,
p&w¨ve shƒav’et! SyaTshay< ivnaip s>.5.

6.5

If itÕs a single thing thatÕs joined together
Then one of them alone could make a pair

If itÕs two separate things that join together
Then one of them alone could make a pair
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4-4
k#;-){-*-++-[,-%m#-,k

k%m-#}-8+}+-&#=-&#=-.-+#
k*-++-(m+-`o-Es0-8>v:-:1k
k+{=-,-+{-#(m=-[,-%m#-8>v:k

p&w¨ve shƒav’ yid ik< ragr«yae>,
isì> p&wKp&wGƒav> shƒavae ytStyae>.6.

6.6
Say two separate things

Could be togetherÑ
Then would liking or wanting

Ever occur separately?

If so, then theyÕd do so
As both together.
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4-6
k#;-){-8+}+-&#=-&#=-.-+#

k*-++-(m+-`o-Es0->v:-,k
k+{-+#-[,-%m#-(m+-`o-,mk
k%m-9m-@m:-,-9}$=-=v-K}#

isì> p&wKp&wGƒavae yid va ragr«yae>,
shƒav< ikmwÁ tu pirkLpyse tyae>.7.

6.7
Say that liking and wanting
Occur as separate thingsÑ

How then can you think about
The two as joined together?
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4-7
k*-++-Es0-.:-1->v:-.=k
k+{-@m:-[,-%m#-8+}+-A{+-,k
k[,-%m#-:0-_p-Es0-.8m-@m:k
k*-++-(m+-`o-9$-8+}+-+1k

p&w'Ï isXytITyevm! shƒav< ivka'Ï]is,
shƒavˆisì(wÁ p&w¨v< ƒUy #CDis.8.

6.8
If you believe that theyÕre together

Because they do not occur separately,
YouÕd believe that they are separate

Because they both occur at once
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4-9
k*-++-+$}=-.}-1-Es0-.=k

k[,-%m#-+$}=-.}-8Es0-1m-8>v:k
k*-++-+$}=-.}-#$-9}+-,k

k[,-%m#-+$}=-.}:-8+}+-.:-A{+k

p&wGƒavaˆisìe’ shƒavae n isXyit,
ktmiSmn! p&wGƒave shƒav< stICDis.9.

6.9
Since they canÕt occur

As separate things,
They canÕt occur together

Only if they were separate things
Could you believe them joined together



Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Part IX
Reading One: What About Mental Afflictions?

1
0

4-10
k+{-W:-8+}+-&#=-&#=-.-+#
k[,-%m#-[,-%m#-1m,-1m-8Es0k

k8+}+-&#=-06m,-`o-&}=-M1=-\o,k
k[,-%m#-[,-%m#-1m,-1m-8Es0k

@v< r«en ragSy isiìnR sh nash,
ragvTsvRxmaR[a< isiìnR sh nash.10.

6.10
Thus, liking and wanting

Cannot occur together
Nor could they occur apart

And all existing things are
Just like liking and wantingÑ

Neither together nor apart

k8+}+-&#=-+$-&#=-.-0K#-.-6{=-A-0-%{-:0-_p-A{+-.-Hs#-.8}kk
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